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D-Light Studios is a Photography, TV and Film studio. D-Light has 
two large studios located in a two-storey stone warehouse dating from 
the 1850s. The overall concept of the studio design is to preserve the 
unique character of the building, optimise its tremendous size, and 
provide clients with a practical and productive work environment. The 
studios offer a uniquely flexible combination of size, central location, 
architectural character and functionality.

Facilities include change and make-up areas, vehicle access direct 
to the studio floor, administration office (including free Wi-Fi), kitchen, 
toilets and shower room and free parking!

Agata Stoinska
D-Light Studios
www.d-lightstudios.com

http://www.d-lightstudios.com/


Synergy Stocktaking was started in 2002 by brothers Aidan and 
Oliver McDonnell. Aidan is a former aircraft technician in the Irish Air 
Corps and Oliver is a University of Limerick graduate with a degree in 
Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering, together they started the 
business, working out of a 50 Sq/Ft home office a couple of clients 
they got through their market research. Thereafter, nearly 100% of 
their business grew with referrals from existing customers. 
Synergy Stocktaking is now a proven leader in Irish stocktaking 
continually innovating and setting new. It offers a sophisticated, 
custom-built stocktaking solution that continually improves the 
profitability of its clients in the hospitality sector. Synergy Stocktaking 
now consists of Aidan and Oliver plus 7 employees and 12 franchises 
in Ireland with over 200 clients and is continuing to grow every month.

Aidan McDonnell
Synergy Stocktaking
www.synergystocktaking.ie

http://www.synergystocktaking.ie/


www.irishwhiskeymuseum.ie
This is an exciting new venture located in the heart of the golden 
mile in Dublin City - across from Trinity College. This interactive, ultra 
modern museum will depict the rise and fall and current renaissance 
of Irish Whiskey as well as reflecting on the impact Irish Whiskey had 
on the global whiskey market.
Their tour concept is unique, unlike the current whiskey tours in 
Ireland.  The likes of Jameson, Tuallamore and Bushmills focus on 
their brand’s unique distilling processes while the museum’s tour 
incorporates all whiskey brands and focuses on the wider intriguing 
history of Irish Whiskey.

www.extremeireland.ie
Keith MacDonnell set up Extreme Ireland in 2007 with a 9 seater van 
to do hiking tours around Ireland. Since then he has expanded and 
now have 50 staff across a wide range of tourism products in Dublin 
and nationally. Extreme Ireland has a fleet of 15 buses on tours at any 
one time and two tourism offices in Dublin city centre. Keith had the 
idea of on setting up Ireland’s first whiskey museum in College Green. 
The company has doubled our revenue year on year since 2010 and 
he is always looking for new opportunities. 
Fiona has extensive experience, mostly at a Senior Management 
level, working within both the public and private sectors in companies 

Ailbhe Roche
Irish Whiskey Museum & Extreme Ireland

http://www.irishwhiskeymuseum.ie/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.extremeireland.ie/


Alison studied Mathematics and Economics at Trinity College Dublin, 
qualified as a teacher (1983) and taught mathematics for a number 
of years. In the summer 1981 she worked as research assistant to 
Patrick Honohan at the Central Bank. She was the Institute of Physics 
Representative in Ireland from 2000 – 2012 promoting and supporting 
the subject across Ireland.  Runner-up in the 2012 “The Next Myles 
competition” in The Irish Times she has had many letters published in 
that paper, the Irish Examiner and the Irish Independent. Under the 
working title of 21st Century Renaissance Alison is now writing, editing 
and producing The Visual Time Traveller: 500 years of history, art and 
science in 100 unique designs to be launched in Autumn 2013.

Alison Hackett
Writer



Anna Young’s company, Accents Coffee & Tea Lounge, celebrated its 
2nd birthday in April 2013.
The purpose of creating Accents Coffee & Tea Lounge was to provide 
a non-alcoholic option for socialising in Dublin – to make sober sexy!! 
Accents Lounge is open until 11pm, 7 days a week with an offering of 
ethically sourced specialty coffees, teas, their signature hot chocolate 
and popular savoury and sweet treats.

Originally from the UK, Anna travelled for 7 years, working in America, 
Australia, the Netherlands & Peru before falling in love with Dublin.  
However, the one thing she felt could really enhance Dublin’s 
character was a local, quaint sober pub! She wanted to provide 
more choice in the city and encourage the chat, but not the drinking! 
Accents has become an oasis in the City Centre for regulars to visit, 
with a diverse customer base and a reputation for being inclusive to all 
communities.

Anna Young
Accents Coffee & Tea Lounge
www.accentslounge.wordpress.com

http://accentslounge.wordpress.com/


Principle was established in 2000 by Audrey Hughes to provide a 
premium recruitment service across a variety of industries in Ireland. 
In today’s competitive market, more than ever organisations recognise 
their people have become their most critical competitive asset. 
Principle’s business strategy evolved to focus on four core business 
areas allowing us to excel in providing recruitment services within 
Technology, Finance, Media Marketing and HR. Creating customer 
value has been central to their success, with focus on pre-screening 
and delivering quality candidates. They undertake a complete market 
sweep and are early adopters of mobile technology with online real-
time access and mobile Job Apps (iPhone & Android) for candidates.

Audrey Hughes
BA HRM, Level A&B accredited in Psychometric testing

Principle HR
www.principlehr.ie

http://www.principlehr.ie/home/


Simply put, here at Primal Food We Make Bread for People Who Can’t 
Eat Bread . We produce High Protein, Low Carb, GrainFree & Paleo 
baked goods. Healthy alternatives to all the carb filled staples like 
bread, crackers and biscuits that are typically on the big bad ‘NO’ list 
when any of us try to get healthy.
Established in late 2011, we are based in Dublin & are one of a kind 
producer worldwide .Our products are enjoyed by Athletes, Paleo 
Dieters, Coeliacs, Diabetics, Slimmers & many more.
We like to keep busy and are winners of a Blás na hEireann Irish Food 
Award 2012, were successful on Dragons Den 2013 and were proudly 
shortlisted in three categories for the Start Up Awards 2012.

Caoimhe Smyth
Primal Food
www.primal.ie

http://www.primal.ie/


Carol Cregg is the Academic Director of SEDA College, an English 
language and business school which opened three years ago in 
Dolphin’s Barn, Dublin 8.  Since opening, the school has expanded 
rapidly, now running 25 classes daily, teaching English to students 
from Europe and South America.  This year it moved to a larger 
building on Capel Street.  Carol has a background in Communications 
and English literature and has eight years experience in the 
international education sector, having worked and studied in Spain, 
Germany and Scotland.   International education is a growth industry 
in Ireland which brings €900 million to the economy annually.

Carol Cregg
SEDA College
www.seda.ie

http://sedacollege.com/en/


Catherine has over twelve years experience working in the community 
and voluntary sector, including a national mental health organisation, 
an arts centre, a community development project and seven years 
working in the Local Employment Service Network. She  is a member 
of AAT, ACCA and applies her financial and administration skills 
to the business planning and development of the service. She is 
committed to the delivery of an externally evaluated quality service 
that successfully matches the aspirations of local jobseekers and 
employers.

South West Inner City Local Employment Centre (SWIC LEC) 
operates within the Dublin 8 inner city area. This jobs-focused 
professional mediation and guidance service is intended primarily to 
assist unemployed residents to progress to employment, training or 
education.

Catherine Byrne
SWIC Local Employment Centre
www.swiclec.ie

http://www.swiclec.ie/


Bikesnug is an innovative on-street bicycle parking solution which 
secures all parts of a bicycle. Developed by two PhD engineers in DIT,  
it allows individual entry and exit via smart phone.
 
Bicycle theft is a major problem worldwide – 420 million in Britain 
alone every year. 25% of people do not replace their stolen 
bicycles – at a time when cities around the world are spending large 
sums to encourage cycling. As bicycle values increase there is a 
corresponding reluctance to park them in town centres.

Conor Quinn is a former editor of RTE’s 6.1/9 o’clock news, a 
business journalist and former founder/CEO of Media Channel 
communications.

Conor Quinn
Bikesnug



MD of the award winning specialist recruitment and employment 
agency Three Q, Cora Barnes set the company up in 1999 with 
two friends.  Start-up capital was secured from First Step a micro 
finance company.  Three Q provides a Quality service, with Qualified 
candidates in the Quantity required by hiring companies, specialising 
in healthcare and hospitality recruitment Three Q is a people search 
& secure business.  The company holds the national standard for 
Human Resource Excellence & has strong CSR initiatives.  
Cora a previous winner of the Dublin City Enterprise Board Female 
entrepreneur award and is currently a judge for this award.

Cora Barnes
Three Q Recruitment
www.3qrecruitment.ie

http://www.3qrecruitment.ie/


David Fitzgerald is the owner of Scapegoat Design, a graphic design 
and branding company established in 2004. Scapegoat Design 
enables their clients to visually communicate their message to 
customers and differentiate their product or service in the marketplace 
through their brand and image.

David FitzGerald
Scapegoat Design
www.scapegoatdesign.com

http://www.scapegoatdesign.com/


The Tolka Area Partnership was originally established as the 
Finglas Partnership Limited in 1991 by the Irish Government to 
tackle long-term unemployment in the Finglas area. Over the years, 
the Partnership’s remit and operational area was broadened and 
additional services were developed including the Local Employment 
Services, Community, Childhood and Educational Development. 
Following this expansion the Partnership changed its name from the 
Finglas Cabra Partnership to the Tolka Area Partnership.

David Orford
Tolka Area Partnership
www.tap.ie

http://www.tap.ie/


Eva is the founder of Architects House Exchange, a home exchange 
website for architects worldwide. It launched in May 2013 and aims 
to make it possible for architects to travel cheaper, travel better and 
travel more.

Eva also works as a House Consultant, specializing in 2 hour 
consultations to help clients make the most of their home in terms of 
Space, Light & Storage.

Eva Byrne
Architects House Exchange & Houseology
www.architectshouseexchange.com

www.houseology.ie

http://www.architectshouseexchange.com/
http://www.houseology.ie/


Evanne Kilmurray has an M.A in Politics from UCD and is co-founder 
and CEO of Inner City Enterprise. She has served as a non-executive 
Director on the boards of Forbairt, Telecom Eireann and An Post 
and has been a Mentor to the Marketing Development Programme, 
Michael Smurfit School of Business and a member of the Advisory 
Committee of the Ireland Funds.  Evanne was also an Awardee of 
the Junior Chamber Ireland for the Outstanding Young Person of 
the Year Award, under the category of Business/Entrepreneurial 
Accomplishment. She is currently a Trustee of Dublinia and a non-
executive director of MicroFinance Ireland.

Evanne Kilmurray
Inner City Enterprise
www.innercityenterprise.ie

http://www.innercityenterprise.ie/


Fiona Nollan
Northside Enterprise Centre

such as Enterprise Ireland, Tesco Ireland and Northside Partnership.  
Fiona is currently the Manager of the Northside Enterprise Centre,                       
a 12,000 sqft 23 unit centre which offers a range of accommodation 
and additional business supports to micro business and SMEs.
Fiona has worked at a cross border and EU Level and has been 
responsible for the design and implementation of a range of 
large scale enterprise and employment development and training 
programmes.

She has been a board Director/Chairperson of a diverse range of 
both private sector and community groups and organisations. She 
was appointed by the Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation to the 
Small Business & Services Forum.  She was also a member of the 
ILO working group on Access to Micro Finance for the Unemployed 
and was appointed to a number of project working groups with the 
NESF and OECD.

Fiona has a Degree in Marketing, a Diploma in Public Relations and is 
a qualified Trainer and Business Coach/Mentor.



Frank is an architect with over 25 years of international experience 
having graduated from UCD Dublin Architecture in 1987.  His skills 
include the design and design management of diverse project types 
from urban design master planning, office buildings, shopping centres 
and apartment buildings to private houses. He has experience working 
efficiently with both Irish and International multi-disciplinary design 
teams and project Clients through English and French.
 
His interest in entrepreneurship  grew out of the Enterprise 
Development Programme (DIT Dublin) where in 1997 he won a 
start-up place to convert a ship at Pigeon House Harbour into an 
iconic cross discipline Start Up platform – Bridge 21.  Following on 
from this and his architectural practice Frank has been developing a 
number of business concepts related to facilitating cross disciplinary 
collaboration.

Frank Hughes
Frank Hughes Architects
www.frankarchitecture.ie

http://frankarchitecture.ie/wordpress/


Graham Clarke is Co-Founder of the young and innovative brand 
Kooky Dough. In less than four years he and business partner Sophie 
Morris have taken the fledgling company from the Farmer’s Market 
of Dublin city to as far off destinations as the United Arab Emirates. 
The company now supplies all the well known retailers here in Ireland, 
Waitrose in the UK and have imminent plans to expand their business 
on the other side of the Irish Sea. Graham is an active client of the 
Dublin City Enterprise Board and is also involved in a number of 
exciting new food start ups.

Graham Clarke
Kooky Dough
www.kookydough.ie

http://www.kookydough.ie/


Jason Roe is the founder of Predict Insight a company who make 
sense of Big Location Data. They developed ParkYa, a smartphone 
application that help drivers to find on street parking locations and 
make payments. Their platform captures location information on where 
payments are happing within a city. This can then be used to better 
deliver information or services to the driving public.  Jason has actively 
been involved on the Board of the Irish Internet Association who 
have helped to shape both policy and the direction of the open data 
movement in Ireland.

Jason Roe
Parkya
www.parkya.com

http://parkya.com/


Buildcost  are a Chartered Quantity Surveying practice based 
in Dublin. It was established by founding directors Liam Langan 
and Jason Tully. They are experts in providing cost consulting on 
construction and refurbishment projects across all industry sectors. 

Buildcost offer their clients unique advantages over our competitors 
through their specialist value engineering service and their focus on 
reducing costs without impacting on the quality of the design. Buildcost 
takes the time to understand the clients’ particular requirements at the 
outset of the project and they tailor their services to suit the specific 
needs.

Jason Tully
Buildcost
www.buildcost.ie

http://www.buildcost.ie/


The aim of the Partnership is to support the community to reach its 
full potential, to encourage participation, and to target its resources at 
those most in need in our community.The Partnership was set up in 
1996 as a response to long term unemployment and poverty.

The Partnership was an initiative of local community activists and 
Ballyfermot Area Action Co-operative who sought funding from 
Government to support a range of programmes and activists which 
would support the local community to tackle social exclusion and 
poverty caused by unemployment, and other social factors. The 
Partnership in 1997 secured funding from FAS to run the Local 
Employment Service (Obair) this took over from the Ballyfermot Action 
Service to the Unemployment group. The Ballyfermot Partnership 
Local Employment Service opened its doors in March 1998.

The Partnership in 2008 was asked by Government to extend its 
programme to cover the Chapelizod area. This was part of a national 
initiative by Government to ensure that the Partnership programme 
was made available to all those who need support.

Justin Purcell
Ballyfermot Partnership
www.ballyfermotpartnership.ie

http://www.ballyfermotpartnership.ie/


John Bourke
Col Lab
www.thecollaborativelaboratory.ie

John has worked in community pharmacy as employee and proprietor 
since 1984; he worked as services manager in Uniphar/IPOS for 
several years, initiating Pharmacy Xcelerate Skillnet, focussing on 
training and development programmes for pharmacists in the areas of 
advanced services and retail management.
At present John is involved with two new start- ups: Clarity 
Recruitment and Clarity Home Care Services as well as being a 
partner in Col Lab (Collaborative Laboratory),  whose aim is to invest 
in and develop enterprise on a collaborative basis.
John is a past President of Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland, 
is a Director of Communities Creating Jobs, and consultant with 
MPI (McGee Pharma International) and consultant/mentor with 
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland.

http://www.thecollaborativelaboratory.ie/


Kevin is from Brittany, in France, where he spent the first 22 years 
of his life. He is passionate about new technologies, sciences, and 
many other things, since his very first steps. Kevin’s formal education 
was about Nano-technologies and Physics in general, but his 
Electronics and Computer skills are quite developed as well, and he 
describes himself as what is called a “hacker” nowadays : he loves to 
disassemble everything to see how it works, and why not improve it! 
Kevin came to Ireland to set up Cortex, an innovative company that 
will bring a practical use to the newest -and coolest- technologies 
available. The first product is in its development phase, it will soon 
make your wallet obsolete.

Kevin Loaec
Reinventing the Wallet



Thomas Street Business Association is dedicated to the physical and 
commercial rejuvenation of Cornmarket, Thomas Street and James’s 
Street in Dublin’s historic Liberties.

Killian O’Higgins
Thomas Street Business Association
www.facebook.com/thomasstreetdublin

https://www.facebook.com/thomasstreetdublin


Mark Loftus
Life Ireland



RPCP is a local development company, dedicated to promoting social 
inclusion and equality by working with communities to identify and 
respond to local needs. Its’ primary source of funding is through the 
Local and Community Development Programme (LCDP).  The LCDP 
focuses on individuals and communities that are most at risk of or 
experience disadvantage. 

Based in Rathmines and with outreaches in Dublin 12, RPCP works 
together with individuals, the community, service providers and 
statutory agencies to develop and implement actions, programmes 
and services that improve the quality of life of people living within our 
community. 

Mary Baker
Rathmines Pembroke Community Partnership 

www.rpcp.ie

http://www.rpcp.ie/


Nina Mcgowan
Entrepreneur



Noreen is a business leader with 20+ years international experience 
in blue-chip and start-up IT companies.  Her specific expertise is in 
leadership: MD of Irish & European business for Telecoms company 
(5 years), CEO of 2 start-up companies; Corporate Development/
Transformation: led the successful growth of 7 enterprises; Sales: 
Responsible for sales teams (direct & resellers) across Europe; 
Project/Programme Management: many years delivering complex 
IT solutions and Mergers & Acquisitions: hands-on experience from 
buyers and sellers perspectives.
 
She currently provides advice to small and start-up businesses. Some 
of her recent projects include market research for CEO of a product 
management company and business development for the owner of a 
new Irish franchise for personal development tools.

Noreen O’Hare
Entrepreneur



Set up in 2002, Optophonic is a video and audio production company 
based in Abbey Street in Dublin 1. Owner-manager Paul Byrne brings 
together teams of talented video and music creatives to work together 
on projects such as corporate videos, TV and web commercials, short 
films, music videos, sound and music recordings. The music recording 
and production facility is branded ‘Phonic Studios’ and is tailored 
towards musicians and bands. Optophonic prides itself on delivering 
high quality production at relatively low cost.

Paul Byrne
Optophonic
www.optophonic.com / www.phonicstudios.com

http://www.optophonic.com/
http://www.phonicstudios.com/


Paul Haycock is a qualified accountant with the ACCA and runs 
a Dublin based practice specialising in providing accounting and 
business services to start-ups and SMEs in Ireland. He previously 
worked in a number of positions in the travel and tourism industry. 
Paul also set-up and runs a business network in Terenure called 
Nure Net which brings together past pupils, parents and members 
of Terenure College School and Rugby Club as well as the local 
business community.

Paul Haycock
Paul Haycock & Associates
www.paulhaycock.ie

http://www.paulhaycock.ie/


Ron is a father of two, business book geek, entreprenerd, author, CEO of 
Bookbuzz and co-founder of www.smallbusinesscan.com. Both these companies 
combine social media, narrative, story telling, dialogue learning, collective 
wisdom, peer-to-peer and social learning with achieving business success. 
Bookbuzz is part of a technology-free slow flow movement, using dialogue, peer-
to-peer and business books that encourages top executives to engage with the 
greatest business minds and to collectively apply the combined knowledge to 
their business problems. Clients are MNCs from UK, USA and Ireland. Parallel 
to founding Bookbuzz, Ron was hired by Ulster Bank/RBS to develop www.
smallbusinesscan.com, a free and open platform where owner managers can 
create and share the business knowledge, the insights, the experience and the 
contacts needed to generate new growth for their own business.
 
He is a regular contributor on Newstalk radio, does public speaking and his 
articles are regularly featured in national newspapers and magazines. He blogs 
a lot too.

Ron is entrepreneur in residence of the Innovation Academy in University 
College Dublin, head roadie Ireland for Enterprise Rockers, a business 
development expert for the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, is board advisor to a number of exciting start-ups, a fellow 
of the Institute of Commercial Management and on the panel of experts in 
entrepreneurship for the OECD. 

Ron Immink
Smallbusinesscan & Bookbuzz
www.smallbusinesscan.com / www.bookbuzz.biz

http://www.smallbusinesscan.com/
http://www.bookbuzz.biz/


Simon Geraghty
DotDash
www.dotdash.ie

Simon Geraghty, the owner and founder of DotDash, has over 
fourteen years experience in Advertising and Marketing. 
DotDash is a cloud based digital agency that offers outstanding 
outsourced marketing services to the B2B market. They work with 
companies who are looking for help with their digital strategy, 
content or design work. Clients include eircom, Coillte, Totally Dublin 
Magazine, and the RHA Gallery.  DotDash was featured as the start-
up of the day in the SBP in October 2012. Totally Dublin’s website, 
designed by DotDash, was the winner of ‘Best Online Publication’ at 
the 2012 Irish Web Awards. 

Simon has recently presented at IIA’s Inbound Marketing Conference 
2013, The Digital Biscuit 2013 in the Science Gallery, Bord Gais 
Energy Digital Day 2013, MeetSmarter 2012 in Killarney and Confex 
2012 in London.  Simon has a Masters in Sociology from UCD and 
qualifications in Advertising and Marketing.

http://www.dotdash.ie/


Simon O’Rafferty
Design Researcher

Simon is a design researcher working on sustainability and social 
innovation in design practice, education & policy. For the last eight 
years he has led the research at the Ecodesign Centre in Cardiff. 
He is also co-director of a social design agency, ARK LAB, and co-
founder of the social design network thinkARK.

Simon collaborates with commercial, public sector, educational and 
non-profit organisations on transnational, interdisciplinary and applied 
research projects (e.g. FP7 and Interreg) as well as creative social 
design projects. I recently completed a PhD on design policy and 
sustainability. I am moving back to Ireland to set up a design-led social 
enterprise. 



Tom is the CEO of exSite Communications, an award winning Irish 
website and digital agency based in Dublin. They pride themselves on 
delivering attractive, high quality, and highly functional websites.

Tom Ponsonby
ExSite Communications
www.exsite.ie

http://exsite.ie/


Tom Stewart is a venture altruist, open culture activist, dancer and fire 
performer.

He coordinated the independent cultural space Exchange Dublin, 
a social cooperative providing open access to culture, and is the 
Chairman of the non-profit initiative Open Learning Ireland, a think-
and-do-tank demonstrating alternative education models through 
pop-up learning festivals. He is a community organizer with Open 
Data Ireland, and a civil society advocate for the Open Government 
Partnership process, a transnational initiative in government reform 
and citizen participation.

Tom Stewart
Social Entrepreneur
www.openlearningireland.wordpress.com

http://openlearningireland.wordpress.com/


HairWeavon is a manufacturer of natural hair wigs and hair 
extensions. Their hair clinic and show room is based in Rathmines, 
Dublin 6, where they offer hair replacement solutions for both men and 
women experiencing hair loss due to cancer chemotherapy treatment, 
Alopecia, Trichotillomania and male pattern baldness. Wigs and hair 
pieces can also be ordered online on their website.

Yinka Rahman
Hairweavon
www.hairweavon.com

http://www.hairweavon.com/

